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ZB MED - Leibniz Information Centre for Life
Sciences has negotiated a ,prepay members-
hip“ to obtain better conditions for Leibniz
Institutes that wish to publish articlesin open
access journals issued by BioMed Central and
SpringerOpen. This provides a 20% discount
on the standard publication fee (APC) for ar-
ticles published in the corresponding jour-
nals. The APC is initially charged to a central
account and is then settled by the Leibniz Ins-
titute concerned directly with ZB MED.

You can find a list of the journals that are in-
cluded in this offer on the websites of BioMed
Central (www.biomedcentral.com/journals)
and SpringerOpen (wWww.springeropen.com/
journals).

Information on the APC in each case is availa-
ble on the following page: http://www.biome-
dcentral.com/about/apcfag/howmuch. Please
note that the fees listed on this page do not
include VAT and are the standard prices, i.e.
before applying the discount.

To benefit from the discount you need to meet
the following conditions:

- The discount can only be applied if mem-
bers of the Leibniz Institute submit the ar-
ticle as a ,Corresponding Author” and if the
Leibniz Institute is named together with its
official (institutional) address.

- The article must be submitted from the IP
range of the Leibniz Institute to enable it to
be automatically allocated as eligible for the
discount.

- If an article is submitted from outside the
IP range of the Leibniz Institute, then its af-
filiation to a Leibniz Institute can be indica-
ted during the submission process.

o Todothis,itis necessary todeclareinthe
~Payment“ section that the person sub-
mitting the article is applying for an ,,in-
stitutional discount” and specify the
name of the Leibniz Institute.

o Once the application has been revie-
wed the author will receive notifica-
tion by email as soon the discount has
been granted. The submission process
cannot be finalised until this notifi-

cation has been sent. To speed up the
review process, authors should endea-
vour to use the email address of the
Leibniz Institute wherever possible.

The use of other email addresses may prompt
requests for further information which may
delay the submission process.

To benefit from this discount, the respective
Leibniz Institute needs to have signed a co-
operation agreement with ZB MED - Leibniz
Information Centre for Life Sciences. Mem-
bers of other Leibniz Institutes should the-
refore make enquiries to check whether the
relevant agreement has been signed before
submitting their article for publication.
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Further benefits for authors:
- APCs are charged to a central account.

- Articles are published in open access jour-
nals which immediately make them availa-
ble to the scientific community online at
no charge. This helps ensure the rapid dis-
semination and maximum visibility of your
research results. All the journals apply a
peer review process.

- Copyright is retained by the authors. Cre-
ative Commons licenses are used to govern
how readers may use and disseminate the
material.

- The articles published in this way are also
incorporated in LeibnizOpen (www.leib-
nizopen.de), the repository run by the Leib-
niz Association.

- Many of the journals appear in additional
databases such as PubMed, MEDLINE, Web
of Science, Scopus, BIOSIS, EMBASE and
Google Scholar, which serves to further
boost the dissemination and visibility of
the articles within the scientific communi-

ty.

For an initial overview of articles which have
been published within the scope of a prepay
membership, please consult the list at http://
www.biomedcentral.com/inst/cou/276.
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